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SOUTH GIPPSLAND BASS SWIMMING CLUB
Gippsland Championships
7th-9th March, 2015 @ Sale

50 swimmers from the SGB swim club attended this year’s Gippsland championships to make it the biggest team ever in the clubs history. This included 22 swimmers competing for their first time.
Swimmers arrived on Day 1 fresh and ready to go, the pool was a little cold and the weather was looking unsure but it was all systems go for the club with some very big swims in the morning’s heats.
Straight up we had 3 girls make it into the finals for the open 200m Breaststroke. Mal Bradley, Mayson Vanderkolk and Lily Robinson were all class as they showed the strength of our breaststrokers, making it the first time the club has had 3 swimmers in an open final.
The boys 200 IM brought about the biggest PB of the day; Ryan Bradley taking 42 seconds off his previous best time.
Our 10 and under swimmers were showing their class with 6 finalists in their first events along with a number of PB’s from Ebony Donohue, Charli Dellamina, Jess Zubcic and Matilda Grace.
The first session of the meets and it was time to refresh and relax before the afternoon finals.
19 swimmers made individual finals, so things were set for a busy afternoon.
Mal kicked things off with her first medal at Gippsland Champs, claiming bronze in the Girls Open 200m Breaststroke. 
Our under 8 Girls and Boys showed how strong we are looking for the future with Luke Car and Belinda Baird both claiming Gold in the 50m Breast and Jealina Kiley and Jaime Little finishing 4th and 5th respectively. 
Riley Harris and Ky were excited to be in their first final at their first championships. Riley was just outside the medals in 4th and Ky came in at 8th.
The highlight for day 1 and maybe even the championships was the girls 13-14 100m Breaststroke. 
Ingrid Nunn, Lily Robinson and Ella White were representing our club in this race with Lily going in ranked first after achieving her first National time in the heats and Ella White and Ingrid Nunn both doing PB’s to also make the finals. Ella took 3 seconds off in the heats to make her first Gippsland final. The front 2 were taking it out with Lily eventually getting the victory in another great time and Ella White came in to take another 5 seconds off her time from the morning to claim Bronze after coming into the meet ranked 10th in the event. Ingird also PB’d in the final to finish 6th in what was an excellent race for all 3 girls.
A great day was capped off by a bronze medal in the boys 10 and under Freestyle Relay starring Luke Muir, Ky Kleeven, Jak Spinks and Riley Harris. Along with Bronze in the Girls 12 and under Medley Relay starring Shae White, Mayson Vanderkolk, Tayla Kleeven and Gabby Martin.

Day 2 was on us before we knew it and swimmers were again producing good results.
The under 200m Freestyle events were up first, producing some of the biggest PB’s for the meet.
Shae white 15 second PB, Jordi Vanderkolk, 22 seconds, Riley Harris 14 seconds and Ryan Bradley 21 seconds. Despite being an under 12 event, many of our 10&under swimmers entered this event, showing they are not afraid to try something new. 200m can be a long way for young swimmers so it was great to see all our young swimmers in the water.
 Our under 8 swimmers were on fire with in the 50m, showing the older kids how it was done with 5 finalists between the girls and boys.
Day 2 finals brought on some tight races and more good results for the club. Our butterfly swimmers were making it look easy with Matilda Grace, Jak Spinks, Sophie Chapman, Melody Notley and Nathan Foote all making finals. A fantastic effort from all 4, Sophie and Jak at their first Gippies and Matilda being one of the youngest in the field and Melody for then backing it up with a 400 IM, one of the most demanding events on the program.
Our Breaststrrokers were again on fire. Mayson claiming gold and Jude silver in their age group 100 Breaststroke and Lily, Mayson and Mal all making finals for the open 100m Breaststroke.
It was the boys under 14 Medley team to have success today in the relay, Jarrod Muir, Eric Zubcic, Will Little and Nathan Foote bringing home the bronze.
Our under 8 girls showed their class in the Freestyle Relay, winning by a very healthy margin of 6 seconds for Chloe Harris, Jaelina Kiley, Jaime Little and Belinda Baird to take home the gold.
The under 12 girls were again having success, Mayson, Shae and Gabby were joined by Holly Hughes today to help the team win the bronze medal in the freestyle relay.
The club finished up day 2 with a team dinner which was heavily attended by the club and was great to see all the kids mingling and having a good time. Thanks to Sophie Grace for organising that.

Day 3 was here and some tired swimmers rocked up to the pool to give it one last big effort. They did not fail, Ky Kleeven took 56 seconds off his IM time to make a final, Jordi and Matilda both took 19 seconds off to finish 1st and 2nd emergency and Holly hughes took off 13 seconds in her 100m Backstroke.
Again our younger swimmers were dominating the preceedings for the club with 5 finalists in the 50m Butterfly, a very long way to swim for 7 and 8 year olds in the fly. Belinda, Jaelina and Oscar all came home with medals from this event and Jaime Little and Luke Car weren’t too far behind the podium places.
They day and the competition was capped off with some exceptional relay swims at the end of the day. The girls and boys under 10’s Medley Relay and the Girls under 14 Medley Relay all came away with bronze, the boys under 14 just missed out getting pipped at the finish to settle for 4th place and the open boys team helped the club to a silver medal, the first time the club has won an open relay medal which is great to see some depth amongst the older swimmers. This team was represented by Kai Lumsden, Surrey Fisher, Nathan Foote and Dylan Muir.
Overall the club finished 4th with its highest point score every with 508 points. Next year hopefully we can improve that score and position again.
Thank you to all the parents who helped out throughout the weekend and for coming along to support the swimmers and the club. 
Thank you to the swimmers for coming and trying their hardest and making for a very fun weekend. I hope to see everyone there again next year.

Dylan Muir
SGB Head Coach 
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